The embodiments of the invention in which an exclusive property or privilege is claimed are 
defined as follows: 

1. A metfibd of simplifying access to a software component, comprising the steps of: 
choosing saM software component from a first server on a computer network; 
choosing a wrapoer for said software component; 

mapping a home interface of said software component to a constructor of said wrapper; 

and 

calling a remote interfa(3e method which in turns calls a software component remote 
interface. 

2. The method of claim 1, furth^^ comprising the step of choosing at least one attribute of 
said software component to cache. 



3. The method of claim 2, further composing the step of choosing string conversion for said 



at least one chosen attribute. 

4. The method of any one of claims 1 to 
bean. 



/ 



3, wherein said software component is an enterprise 




The method of claim 4, wherein said step of mapping a home interface method of said 
enterprise bean further comprises mapping to a null constructor of said wrapper. 



6. The method of any one of claims 1 to 5, w lerein said method occurs on a second server 
connected to said first server on a computer networ t. 

7. The method of any one of claims 1 to 6, whitrein said computer network is the Litemet. 



8. The method of any one of claims 1 to 7, wh 
software component further comprises selecting 
Access Bean, a Type 2 Access Bean, and a Type 3 
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rein said step of choosing a wrapper for said 
One from the group consisting of a Type 1 
Access Bean. 



9. The method of claim 8, wherein said step of choosing a wrapper for said software 
component further comprises selecting a Type 2 Access Bean or a Type 3 Access Bean. 

10. A method Vf consuming an enterprise bean from a client program, comprising the steps 
of: \ 

instantiating anVccess Bean by calling one of a plurality of constructors; and 

calling a first of a\plurality of methods of said Access Bean to instantiate said enterprise 

bean and a corresponding method of said enterprise bean; and 

calling subsequent methods of said plurality of methods of said Access Bean to call 

corresponding methods of said emterprise bean. 

11. A computer system for accessing a software component, comprising: 

a first server having a CPU and a software component accessed through at least one home 
interface and at least one remote intermce; 

a second server having a CPU abd client program to access said software component on 
said first server through a computer network; 

a database used by said software component and said client program; and 

a client program access code to map said at least one home interface method of said 
software component to a constructor in said cwent program access code and to map said at least 
one remote interface method of said softwareVomponent to methods of said client program 
access code. \ 

12. The computer system of claim 11, wherein said first server, said second server are the 
same server and said computer network is an internal biis. 

13. The computer system of claim 11, wherein said>first server, said second server, said 
database, and said client program are all on different server^ connected with each other on said 
computer network. \ 
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14. A computer readable medium encoded with a set of executable instructions to perform a 
method for acc(sssing a software component, the method comprising: 

locating aSname server of said software component; 
choosing said software component from said name server; 
choosing a wr^per for said software component; 

mapping a hom\ interface of said software component to a null constructor of said 
wrapper; and \ 

mapping a remote intWace method to a software component remote interface. 

15. The computer readable medium of claim 14, further comprising creating a local cache 
having a plurality of selected attribiites of said software component. 

16. The computer readable medium of claim 15, further comprising choosing string 
conversion for at least one of said plurality of selected attributes. 

17. The computer readable medium of claim 15, further comprising indexing said local cache 
for each instance of said software componentX 

18. The computer readable medium of iny one of claims 15 to 17 wherein said software 
component is an enterprise bean. I 

19. A computer n^dable medium encoded with a set of executable instructions to perform a 
method for consuming aii enterprise bean on a computer network, the method comprising: 

instantiating an Accfe;ss Bean by calling one of a plurality of constructors; and 
calling a first of a plunsdity of methods of said Access Bean to instantiate an enterprise 
bean and a corresponding method\)f said enterprise bean; and 

calling subsequent methods N)f said plurality of methods of said Access Bean to call 
corresponding methods of said enterprise bean. 

20. An apparatus to access a software continent, comprising: 

CA9-1999-0024US1 ^ 

27 



a first server having said software component; 
a second sterver having a means to access said software component; 
means to inst^tiate said access means by calling one of a plurality of constructors; 
means to call aYirst method of said access means to instantiate said software component; 



and 



means to call at lesist one subsequent constructor of said access means which calls a 
corresponding method of said^oftware component; and 

means to call at leastXone subsequent method of said access means which calls a 
corresponding method of said sonware component. 

21. The apparatus of claim 20, i^rther comprising means to cache a plurality of attributes of 
said software component. 

22. The apparatus of claim 21, whe\ein said software component is an enterprise bean and 
said caching means is a CopyHelper of a ^ype 2 or a Type 3 Access Bean and said Access Bean 
maps a plurality of setter and getter methods in a remote interface of said software component to 
a plurality of local get/set methods of said Access Bean. 

23. The apparatus of claim 22, further com^sing a String conversion means for at least one 
of said plurality of said attributes. 

24. The apparatus of claim 22 or claim 23, furtlier comprising means to itemize said plurality 
of cached attributes corresponding to more than one instance of said enterprise bean. 



25. The apparatus of any one of claims 21 ti 
means to issue a remote call to create or flush or 



24, further comprising a cache synchronizing 
efresh said cache to/from said enterprise bean. 
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26. A method )rf accessing an enterprise bean from a client program, comprising wrapping 
said enterprise bean rt( an Access Bean so that said enterprise bean is seen as a Java bean to said 
client program. 



27. The method of claim\6, further comprising caching a plurality of attributes of said 
enterprise bean in said Access Bes 

28. The method of claim 27, fiirthet comprising indexing said plurality of attributes of said 
enterprise bean in a table having an entry for each instance of said enterprise bean. 

^29. A program storage device readable by al machine, tangibly embodying a program of 
instructions executable by a machine to perform tWe method steps of any one of claims 1 to 10. 



m 30. A program storage device readable by ja machine, tangibly embodying a program of 
Ji; instructions executable by a machine to perform the method steps of any one of claims 26 to 28. 
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